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Chriſtian Reader, | 2 nt 7 A \ 
= was not \my imendment to \ have appeared. thus 
, publickly, but being requeſted by. the near. Relations 
of this worthy Miniſter deceaſed to print. my Sermon, 
(which hy their appointment was preached ) + not 
well how to. withſtand their importunity. lugeed. 4 was 
the more willing to let theſe lines be publiſhed, thot 
1 might raiſe a Pillar of Remembrance to the precious 
name of Mr. Srabs. The Subjet#-matter treated on is 
the Chriſtian Combat and Crown. O bleſſed Crown 
which caitzat be fully pencilled ont in its orient colours, 
though an arch-angel ſhould take the pencill. The Roman 
Emperours had'three ſeveral Crowns ſet upon their head; 
the firſt was of Iron, the ſecond of Silver, the third of 
Gold. God ſets three Crowns upon the EleF, Grace, 
Joy, Glory. What ſhould we thirſt after but this incom- 
prehenſible bliſs | Did our thoughts dwell above, we 
ſhould live ſweeter lives.The higher the Lark flys,the ſwee- 
ter it ſings. Cyprus was anciently called Macaria, the 
bleſſed IfJand ; but it is more true of Heaven, it is the 
bleſſed Iſland. *Tis a place where ſorrow cannot live, 
and joy cannot die. It may be compared to the fields of 
Sicily, where there 3s continual Spring, and flowers all 
the year long. Could our Meditations mount up to the 
Empyrean delights, how would the World diſappear 
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| * Catres- of Campania ſeem as little Villages; 
After. / Paul wes wrapt up into third Heaven, the: 
was crucified eye, Geal.6.14, Worldly thing? 


whin they are in their higheſt meridian of glory haſten 
t 4 Snmſetting, 5 api W #5 lied yy 
in the altitudes, and take a 'proſpe& of the eternal re- 
compences ; what can be more delicious or ſarved than 
to have Chriſt in our heart, and the Crown in our eye. 
'.'Þ have inſerted | ſomething more intd this Sermon, 
"than ftraits of time would permit in the delivery. If it 
way inkindle holy ardours in the breaſts of any, and 
qnicken their pace in the way to Heaven,” FT have wy 
- tt. That this may be effeted is the prayer of | him 
- SIE 42 L 23W. 3.4 
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F have fought a good fight, I bawe finiſhed 
my courſe, I bave kept the faith, bence- 
forth 3s laid up for me. a Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs. | | 


dalte Heſe words were ſpoken by Paul 
the aged not long before his death, 
PRE ver. 6. 1 am now ready to be offered, 
A or (as the word exfl42w (ignifics) 
DIV F to have my blood poured out in 
SARS WAY ſacrifice. And what a comfort was 
RL, it to make this noble profeſſion 
before his departure, 1 have fought a good. fight, &c. 
The Text falls into three Parts : 
I. St. Paxls Courage, 1 have fought a good fight. 
2: His Conſtancy, 1 have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 
kept the faith. | 
© 3, His Crown, Henceforth is laid.up for me aCrown 
of Righteonſneſs. | 
'* Here is a large field, and I can but pluck a few 
'Ears of Corn, I begin with the firſt part of the 
EXT, 
t. Pauls Courage, 1 have fonght a good fight, 
Hance, I bave fought to an agony. 


Obſerve firſt, A Chriſtians life is military, 1- Tim. Vfipoicir 7s 
1..18, That thou waiſt war a good warfare; * a Saints Mdupdlunet: 
Fly | | life jour, 


The Fight of Faith. 
--Iife is not effeminate and flothful, but like the 
Soldiers life. | 

1. In reſpe& of hardſhip: A Soldier hath not 
his. ſoft bed or daily fair, but undergoes tedious 
marches: ſach is the Chriſtian lite, 2 Tim. 2.2. Thox 
therefore endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriif, We muſt not be delicatuli ( as Tertulliax 
ſpeaks) filken Chriſtians, but expect to wreſtle with 
difficulties : The naked neck 1s too ſoft and tender 
ro bear the Croſs of Chriſt. 

2, In reſpe&t of Watchfulneſs : A Soldier gets up 
to his Watch-tower, and ſends abroad his ſcouts for 
fear the Enemy ſurprize him; a Chriſtian muſt ex- 
cubias agere, (ſtand Eneine! be ever upon his guard. 
It was Chriſts Watch-word, Mark 13. 37. i to 
you all watch, When' you have prayed againſt fin, 
watch againſt temptation. 

3. In reſpe&t of Combat, 1 Tim. 6. 12. Fight the 
good fight of faith. In order to which fight, a Chri- 
ftian muſt get his Armour and Weapons ready. 

1. He muſt get his Armoxr ready, the care of 
molt is to 'get riches, not armour 3 there are two 
things abſolutely needful, food and armour ; 'tis 
neceſſary to get Chriſt for our food and grace for 
our armour without this there is no abiding the day 
of Tryal: A Soldier that wears his Princes Colours, 
but hath no armour, will ſoon fly the field 3 ſuch 
as by a profeſſion wear Chriſts Colours, but have 
not the Armour of God upon them, will turn their 
backs in the day of battel. FOES 

There are two chief pieces of the ſpiritual armour. 
- ' 1. The Helmet, that is, Divive Hope, 1 Theſ. 5.8. 

For ai helniet the hope of ſalvation : An Helmet 1s - 

| O 
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The Fight of Faith. 3 


defend the head that it be not hurt * ; ſo the hope * Gate capus 
of ſalvation as an Helmet defends a perſon, and *** 
makes him lift up his head in the greateſt dangers. 
But Chriſtians, be ſure ye get the right helmet, the 
helmet of hope may be counterfeited. 

r.. The firlt deceit of the Helmet, or a falſe hope, 
1s a dead hope ; Hypocrites' have a faint velleity, 
they hope for Heaven, but exert no adtivity in 
working out ſalvation; but true hope is a /ively hope, 
1 Pet. 1, 3. Hope of Glory ſets an edg upon, the at- 
fetions, and adds wings to the Endeavour. 

2. A fajſe hope is an unclean hope, a man hopes, 
but. fins; 'tis vain to ſpeak. of hopes of ſalvation, 
yet have the marks of damnation : True hope is an 
Helmet made of pure metal, 1 John 3.3. He who 
hath this hope, purifieth himſelf. PIs 

3. A falſe hope is vaniſhing, tis not an Helmet, 
but a ſpiders Web * ; the leaſt terror of Conſcience * Job 8. 14; 
ſhakes it, but a true hope is permanent, Prov. 14.32. 
The righteous hath hope in his death, in a dying hour 
his hope is in a living God. When @nintian the 
Perſecutor commanded to cut off the breaſts of 
Agatha a Martyr, Do thy worſt Tyrant (faid he), 
yet I haveitwo breaſts which you cannot touch; the 
ane of Faith, the other of Hope. * O get the right « py. t«nex” © 
Helmet, ;the Devil laughs at Hypocrites to ſee how: /»prſunt ma- 
they -are-couſened with falſe armour: A fool is con- ——— | 
tented with-a- Piper-helmet. ; 
' 2. The ſecand piece of the Spiritual Armour is 
the bre#7-plate, which is Love, 1 The. 5.8. Putting 
on the breait-plate of Love. This breaſt-plate is in- 
ſeparable, it may be ſhot at, but it cannot be ſhot 
thorow, Cart. 8. 7.” A foul armed with love, will 
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70 throu a.Sea; and a Wilderneſs rneſsgic yy 
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P20 ['6:16; nb win, 
eld o Faith. 
'c Fpaminondat was not ak NEG of 
- his ſhield: Alhiehd'isof great "ult; itdefbtids the bead, 
it ' guards the vitals, it keeps the- arjow: from « | 
ito the body; the' (hicId-of faith defends the heart, 
and beats back the'fiery darts of temptation. .” 4 
a Romari Soldier did fo long 'refiſt Ponipy's Afiy. 
tiff he had above an handfed darts * Rieking 4n- his 
% + Lacan, * ſhidd=— Denſer portans: in peore/ flame ——* Hold 
£ | forth the prot Low, and nothing ean hurt you. 
: 2. "The .ſwor 6. 17: 
IE cat rit, which pes word of Gud c- + Ti ao of he 
"+ 2:18 to be well $kill'd'in' his weapon, the word of God is 
' © © .*a weapon to'ftaly Tuſt ar (tht heart 3 'ris obſervable 
when the Devil tempted dur Saviour, he ran to 
* Mat..qiz0. tures ''tis writen * three" tirhes Chriſt wounded | 
| rpent.with this ſpiritual: weapoht ' ' ©! © 
= * "And" havirig gotten into this 'warlike poli; T 
ON OP Chrilth (Ein malt arenam deſcendere, enter the lifts, - 
Won 4 AS and fight the good fight of a#h. ' In the farure' life 
Ee F'o:: 7 *the Saints ſhall be out'of the noiſe of the D: " 
Wer > 22" +. © Canon, *afid -not” one-[troke (hall - be - 
Sa...» henithey ſhall not 1n theit armour; evr hut "ir 
white a: fi and with palns-branches i in rhe(r in 
* Rev. 7.9, tokenof victory * 3 but here they muſt light #Hiy 
” , Fcmtentfngwli battels *, and no ceſſation of arms till: de&@& 3 ahd' 
| em ordng there is a threefold Regiment they ins 
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* +1 Thehiſtsof the fleth which war againſt their ſouls, 
LiPet.'x. x 1 The fleth-is a (ly inteſtine enemy, and 
leaft{ſuſpedted%; an enemy got within the walls of the * $7 foris bo- 
Galtte is: moſt dangerous. . Luther ſaid he feared his 77,92 $4, 
wry heart! more-than Pope: or Cardinal, the: heart Livy. * 
is\theofpwelder of fin *; 4t-mints evil thoughts, 'and | Fones piece 
blows up the coals of fiery paſſions; it is the Trojan * © 
horſe, out of which comes a whole army of luſts: And 
(halk not we fight the. good fight, and diſcharge. with 
the>fire.of zeal againſt this boſom-traytor- the fleſh? 
TherPrimitive Chriſtians eryed, Ad leonenr, potins 
quam lenowemz they choſe rather to. be deſtroyed by 
Lyons without, than luſts within,  *: 
2. The ſecond Regiment to be reliſted, is Satan 
andthe infernal:Powers*, - 1 Pet. 5. 8. Torr adner- * Epheſs. 12. 
fary the Devil as a roaring Lyon walketh about'*: He * vaio 
walketh about not as.-a Pi{grim, but a ſpy that nacr- 
rowly obſerves; there were hers in wait for Sampſon, 
Jucgns I2. Satan like a muskiteer lies in ambuſh, 
and his!deſign carries death. in the front, ſeeking whon 
he! may devour ': He tempts one man:'to be- drunk; 
another to be unclean ;z he ſets Kingdoms: a-quarreh-1 
ling, that at laſt he may devour them, like himwho 
ſets two cocks of the game to fight, that having 
; kalked each other, he may ſup with their carcaſles. 
Doth this- helliſh Gol7ahb come into the field; and de-'; 
- fre the living God ? and ſhall not ſome fpear be 'ift”: 


up- again(t 'him ? 1 Pet. 5. 9. Whom reſſs ftedfaſtrin 
21h C1 
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, 3.' The third Regiment Chriſtians muſt«@ght a- 

] oain(t, 1s the-inchantments of \the worldg..the\wonld!: 

is a flatrering/enemy, it kills with embracing ;: workd- / 

ly things 'age retinacula feb, they binder _— 


The Fight of Faith, 


ſage tothe holy Land 3 they choke good affeftions, 
as the earth puts out the fire ; whom the world kif- 
ſeth it betrayeth. Heliogabalus made ponds of ſweet 
water to- drown himſelf, and guilded poyſons-to 
yſon himſelf; the world deſtroys millions with: 
er ſweet waters of pleaſure, andher guilded poyſons 
of preferment-z letusthen gizd:on our Artnour, and 
fight valorouſly 
Good reaſon we ſhould: fight. the fight” of Faith, 
becauſe we carry richtreaſure about us : he who.car- 
ries a charge of money about him, had need be in 
a-fighting poſture. We carry a precious ſoul about 
us; if the Cabinet. of: the body be fo curiouſly 
wrought and'embeliſhed; Pſal. 139. 15. Then what 
.: ..., isthejewelin it? The ſoul is a-ſpark and beam'of 
Damaſeen, © c£leſtial: brightneſs *, a bloſſom of: eternity. and 
ſhall not we by our martial proweſs and chivalry 
defend'this treafure? to. be robbed: of the ſoul is aw 
irreparable loſs. God ( faith CEryſoſtom) hath-given 
thee two eyes, if thou loſeſt one, thou haſt: ano- 
ther-z but thou haſt but one ſoul, and if thou art 
robbed of. that, thou art undone for ever. 
_ Ofe 1. Is the Chriſtian life military ?- To blame: 
then are they who have no ſpiritual Artillery, nor: 
do they. make one ſally ont againſt the Enemy. *Tis 
death to go abroad unarmed ; People ſpend time in | 
dreſſing themſelves by the glaſs, and putting-on their: 
jewels,. but do not put on their ſaered Armour, Job 
21.12. They take the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoyce. 
' at-the. of the Organ ;, as if they were rather 
in aww{ck., than battel, Lycurgus would have.no mans: ! 
name written upon his Tomb, but his who. dyed 
mantfully. in War :: God. writes no mans name - bor 
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The Fight of Faith: 
Book of Life, but his who dyes fighting the good 


febt of faith. 
74 . Give battel to Sin and Satan, and purſue | 
them with an holy malice * : and to encourage inthe * 22% /ande- 
fight, let theſe things be weighed. . ——— 
' I, It is certamen preclarum, a good  fieht : Tis a eſt, Hierow, 
lawful War 3 Princes may commence a War to in- 
vade-other mens rights and properties 3 but God hath 
proclaimed this War againſt fin *, Col. 3. 5. Mortifie *. 6&8 3+ 5: 
therefore your members, fornication, inordinate affe- 
ton. 

2. We have a good Captain : Jeſus Chriſt is the =. 
Captain of eur ſalvation *, Hebr. 3. 10. If a flock of * 79% anime. 
ſheep have a Lyon for their Captain, they need not F13 Chriſt a 
fear the Wolt : Chriſt is the Lyor of the tribe of Ju- ſpiciis & vew- 
dah, Revel. 5. 5. He not only leads us on in -our ito, Galv- 
march, . but helps us in the fight : A Captain may 

ive his Soldier armour, but he cannot give him 
firen th: Chriſt animates and ſtrengthens us*, 1/a.41. * Eph. 6. ro. 
10. He puts his ſpirit within us *, and ſo we are more "Exck. 36. a6. 
than conquerors, Rom. 8. 37. 

3. Our Enemy Satan 1s beaten in part already; 

Chriſt hath given him his deaths-wound upon the 
Croſs, Col. 2. 15. TheDevil may roar againſt a Child 
of God, but ſhall not hurt him: he could not 
touch Job's life, much lefs his ſoul ; therefore fear 
not., reſiſt the devil and he will fly from you, Jam. 4. 
7. Satan is a conquered Enemy, he knows no march 
but running away. 

4. Fighting is the beſt way to have Peace, by 
fitting (till, we tempt the Enemy to fall upon us, and 
wound us; our peace is preſerved by War with Sa- M ax noſtre 
tan* : he who hath been skirmiſhing all day, may —_— 

» 6-7) take Terwl. 


de: | 
G- "i < 3A , 


1140 > 7. + 4. 


aylk07 1.551} 


t ii. 11 « 
JuznzT 9 


_ 


| The Fight'sf" Palit. 
take Davids pillow at night, atid*fay, in'puce tubabo, 
I will lay me down in peace. LI 41 


Queſt. How may we ſo fight the good fight as to 


overcome £ 


Anſw. 1. Let us fight in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 


> Phil. 4.1. I can do all things through Chriſts ſtrength- 


ning me. Grace'it (elf, if it hath not a good ſecond, 
will be beaten out of the field ; ſome Tatu againſt 
ſin in the ſtrength of their vows and reſolutions, and 
{o are foiled. We muſt go out againſt our ſpiritual 
Antagoniſts in the ſtrength of Chriſt; as . David 
"went out againſt Goliah in the Name of the Lord, 
I Sam. 17.45. The Saints overcame the accuſer of 
the brethren by the blood of the Lamb, Rev. 12. 11.. 
2, We - mult. fight upon our -knees by Prayer : 


- Prayer is flagelluns diaboli, it whips theDevil* ;, the 


arrow of- Prayer put into the bow of the protniſe, 
and ſhot with the hand of Faith, pierceth” the old 
ſerpent. Prayer brings God over to our fide, and 
then” we are on the. ſtrongeſt fide ; let: us pray that 
God will inable us to overcome all our ghoſtly Ene- 
"mes." While Joſhwa- was fighting, Moſes was pray- 
ing on the Mowrt, Excd. 17. 11. ſo while we'are 
fighting, let us be prayitig, Epkeſ. 6. 13, 18. The 
way to overcome is upon our knees. | 

2, The ſecond part of the' Text, tis, St.' Pals 


. Conſtancy, I-have finiſhed my conrſe, I have kept the 
Won | | NY 


[ Lave finiſhed my conrje |, curſum peregi—1 have 
run out ratures teaſe, | am come to the periof-of 


'tife -prefixed, and am' ſtepping into eternity ** Pave 
-kapd the faith, that is,. Thive kept! the Doctrmhe'&E. 


Faithy" | have lived'the life of Faith. 
| So 2, Obſerve, 


The Leepinguf be Faith. 
© 2. Obſerve, Chriftiary ſhould Fold"on" til they 
come to the finiſhing of their Faith, 2 carderiba# ad 
 *metars$ *tis'not enough to begin well, to put forth 
fair blofloms of Religion ar firſt, but we thuſt 


vj" 


fibates yer, continue firm to the end. ** This is the * von puguane 


glory.of a Chriſtian'not only to hold fortÞ.the triith 
but to hold-Faſt the truth, AF. 21.'16. "Myzſon of Cy- 
pris an old Diſciple ; 'tis a beautiful ſight'to ſee (il- 


ti ſed vincenti 
? dabitur corons, 
Aug, 


ver hairs crowned with golden vertues. It was the 


honour of the Church of Thyatira, .her, laſt works' 


were better than her firſt; Kev. 2. 19. The exc:lenc 
of a. medicine is when it keeps its vertue. To finilh 
the courſe and keep the faith, is like generous Wine 
that keeps its ſpirits to the laſt drawing, 


. .Oſe 1. Here is a bill of inditement againſt ſuch INOS 
a$ before the finiſhing of their courſe; have departed 


fromthe faith z they are, fallen to worldlineB or 
waritonneſs, the'very mantle of their profeſſion is 
fallen off; Deſinit in Piſcem mulier fora -ſuperne. 
Such were Lucian, Porpiry Peter Caſtellon, -Tudas. 
Fitdgs. hath many. ſuccellors. Nextas Torl0dk "God, 
* and afterwards became a; Priet Jn. an dt-Teniple, 

ith 'Dorothews. Fulrax bathe himſelf tri the blood 


2 Tim. 4, 10> 


'of beaſts offered in ſacrifice to Heathen gods, and ſo" 


as much as in him lay,waſhed of his Baptiſm. Things ''; 


. 7 I.E \ bs p = 1 : + | ; F 
. Which move . from att. artificia fpring.g1 ly 5 
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unſound hearts having only exterhal-artifices-of Pie- 


"+5; bur wanting a _7ta},principle”"of Glace, otn 


'make'a ſtop in Religion. . How: carr they adhere fo 
-God who never loved him ?. The Soldier who hath 
.No.tr pe loye to his commander,will throw off his Co- 
"Tours, Hok.8. 3." Iſrael hath -caf joff. 1h hirg that 3s 
Py vi have had more ſhipwracks at Ld than ar 
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The kzeping of the Faith. 


See, men have made ſhipwrack of their- conſcience, 
1 Time. 1. 19. Apoſtates unravel the-work they have 
been doing for Heaven, they pick out all their gol- 
den ſtitches, Ezek. 18. 14. As if a Limner - ſhould 
with a pencil draw a .curious piece, and then come 
+; with his, ſpunge and wipe it out again. Apoſtates 
drop as windfall into the Devils _ having 
diſparaged the ways of God, and put Chriſt to open 
ſhame, Heb. 6. 6.. God will make them do penance in 
+ Heb. 10.38, Hell *, 
* Uſe 2. Perſevere in the Faith. What is a man the 
better to run ſome part of the:race and then tire-? 
ſo to go within an inch of Heaven, and then fall 
*Xou quarut- Thort *, Who makes reckoning 'of corn that ſheds 
w—_— "7 before harveſt? or fruit that falls from the tree be- 
fr#.Hicrom. fore it be ripe? O Chriſtians, remember your Sgl- 
wation is now nearer, Rom. 13. 11. You are within 
proſped of the Haly land, and will you now tire in 
your march ? 'this is as if a Ship laden with Jewels 


and Spices, . and yyithin fight of the ſhore ſhould be 


caſt. away 3 or as if a Few-had been running to the 
-.,. city of refuge, and had gotten within half a, furlong 
9; MEA of ihe os. and then had fainted, and been lain /by 


»,Dominequod the avenger of blood. 'Twas Beza's Prayer, Lord, 
capiſ perfice, perfet# that which thou haſt begun in me, that I may not 
; in © | , 

| cfm ſuffer ſhipwrack when 1 am almoſt in the haven. 

«ccidg. 


' * Mot, Conlider, perſevering in the Faith is a note 
of diſcrimination. between a*true Saint and an Hy- 
crite 3-the hypocrite he.'ſets up in the trade of Reli- 
gion, but will foon break ; he advanceth his maſt and 
ropſail, and ſets out fair for Heaven, but in time of 
temptation Rills away, Mar. 13.21. but a true Chriſtian 
{3s fixed in bolineks he is not as a wave of the Sea,but 
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The heepivy of the. Faith; 
as a-Rock in the Sea. His zeal like the fire of the Ve- 
ftal Virgins in Rome is always kept burning, | 

. That we may ſpin out. this fine. thread of Religion 
to-its fall length, and hojd out to: the end,. 

Þ Let us be well-grounded in the Fundamentals 
of Religion, the rine of Juſtification, Regene- 
ration, the Reſurrection, and the eternal recompen« 
ces, Col. t. 23; Grounded and ſetled;, ſach as are un- 


principled will be led into. any, error, the Maſe or 


the Alchorar, you may lead. a blind:may any whi- 
ther 3. he. will hardly. ever. ſuffer for. the-truth that 
doth. not know it. rf tel © 39700 r -16E 

2. If we would hold on: j&- the Faith let us- pre-- 
{erye a jealous fear of our: felyes-3, fear is: the ſouls 
life-guard, it cauſeth vigilance, it baniſheth preſump- 
tion,. Row. 11.-20)iHe, mot bigh-mindgd but fear. If 
God lets go his manurtenancy. we fall. How. many 
have been: over-turned. with ſelEeonfidence as the. 
veſlel with.the fail. Pendletox's. proud brag.was ſoon: 
confuted,. inſtead ' of his fat-melting; in- the-fire , his. 
heart melted ; the fear of falling keeps us.from fall-. 
ing, Fear begets prayer, . and prayer begets ſtrength, 
and {trength begets conſtancy. | 

3. If we would keep-the Faith . to the end, .let us 
labour toxtaſt the ſweetneſs of Religion in.our own 
ſouls, P/al. 34.8. Q taſt and ſee that the Lord is good. 
The light of Truthis one thing, the relliſh is ago- 
ther, Pſal. 119. 103. How ſweet are thy words unto 
my taſt, yea ſweeter than honey. Many fl away be-: 
cauſe they never taſted what Religion was ; they. 
could taſt ſome ſweetneſs in corn, and oyl, but Pro- 
miſes were dry brei#s. If the wine of the Word have 
eyer.chear'd.our heatt, we will never.part.with' it. b4 
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- 4-1f wewoulld edhrinue or -progrof in the ways 
of God, IK'ts" be Mlaid” with finceritys tharfilver! 
tecat-rtult rem through thewwhole chain of our du- 
ties. A Chitian inay havewdovble principle; but he 
hattifiot-a/denble-beirt 5-he is perfet with: the. Lord, 
Diu#248. 13; Nothing will holdoor' but ſinderty© 
Pſaliy; 21. Det \integrity- preſerve ae; * Wha fb 
conld not hold faſt 'his Eftate, yer'he'held faſt his Re- 
ligion z' whence was'this'?/"from his '(incority; Job! 
25: 6. My vighteouſweſs uit wilt worllet it- 
go, my heart ſpall fot peproath 4c 'f-lonjg ls T live. The” 
garment of Job's profeſſion did not' tex; beetuſt wr 
was lined with fincerity, © {01 im 9 ot 


3: The third pa of 'the Bag is'St. rr erg 
Hewiceſortb is Iaid'vp for me'a Crown-of Righteonſneſs ; 
| its Coon rebotabve; x Crown taid up. ' A-Chfiſtians' 
*MeyeaeT# buſt things \are'td come. i Well tmght the Apoſtle 
WorT 6 ; 


ſay, It doth not yeb appear what we ſhall be, 1 Joh. 3.2. 
We are here as Princes in diſgiſe, the world know-' 
&h us bt but there is a Crown -/aid-wp.. White we' 
are laying oe f6r God,'the 1s lajing up for us, 17 5 

| And" What:Crown'is this? a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 
The felicity of Heaven is deſertbed- ſometimes by 'a 
city for- riches, 'Heb. 11. 10. ſometimes by 'a country 
for-pleaſure; Heb, 1 x. 16. ſometimes byla Crown for 
hofvur. Ahd this Crown hath various Appellations: 

0p, Tt is balled' a Cromr of Glory; 11 Pet. 54.' its 
fult- of ſplendor, therefore ſaid to be befpangled with' 


% 


% 


Stars,” Rev. 12. 1; - ' We can no-more bear a ſight of 
this Crown till-God enlarge our capacities, than a 
weak eye cartbear the dazhng beams: of rhe Sun." 

2; IE called x Crown of life, Jam. 1.12. whoever 
heard befoie'of Trig Crown's It is a Crown of 
= life, 


—_ 
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The Crown' of Righteouſneſs. 
life, not only (as Groties faith) becauſe it is beſtow- 
ed in the life to come, but becauſe it enlivens with 


Joy; it not only Crowns the head, but chears the 


heart. *Tis a [ving Crown. 
3. It is called a Crown of Rzghteonſneſs in the Texts 
not that it is of right due to us, or comes of merit, 
as the Papiits corruptly gloſs z we cannot deſerve a' 
crum at Gods hands, much-lefs a Crown. That which 
merits muſt be a gift, not a debt, whatever ſervice 
we do for God is a dve debt; nay, we cannot pay 
4M 3" nay, that which we pay is not int carrant money, 
our duties are {tained with fn, where then is merit ? 
but it is called 2 Crows of Righteouſneſ7, becaule it is 
parchaſed by Chriſts righteouſneſs, and becauſe God 
ory ona this Crown, it is righteous: in} hin 
to beſtow it. | -_ 
Hence obſerve: thirdly, for the perfevering Saint 
there is laid up a Crown of righteouſneſs in'Heaven 3 
* a Crown is the higheſt enfignof worldly happineſs. 
*Fis only for Kings and Perſons of renown to wear 5| 


there is a Crown of ri _— laid up for the Elett. tgoar. 


"Tis a afſy Crown. The Hebrew word for glory” fig- 


nifies a weight *;, things that are precious, the more +122. 


weighty they are the: more they are worth, The 
weightter a chain of Pearl: is the more' it is worth. 
The Heavenly Crown is expreſied by a weight of glo» 
79g 2\Cor. 4. 17: This Crown of righteouſneſs doth 
out- and exceed all earthly Crowns. 

x. It is more refived ; earthly Crowns are' inter- 
woven with troubles; they are not made without 
croſſes. It. was King Herry. the' Sevenths motto, x 
Crown of Gold/ hung n'a buſh'of Thorns. - But the 
Saints Crown is not mixed with care, it 4dds n0- for- 
row with it. C 2+ The 
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I The Crown of Righteouſneſs. 

2. The Crown of righteouſneſs is given to every 
individual Saint. Here the Crown goes but to one 
perſon, a Crown of gold will fit but one head 3 but 
in Heaven every Saint is a King *, and hath his 
Crown. | | 

3. The Crown of righteouſneſs doth not draw 
envy to it. David's Crown was an :eye-ſ{ore to: Ab- 
ſalom, and he would have plucked: it. from his Fa- 
thers head, but in the life to come different degrees 
of glory, ſhall neither ſtir up pride, nor cauſe envy 5 
for though. one Crown may be bigger than another, 
yet every ones Crown thall be as big as he can carry. 

4: The Crawn of righteouſaeſs is everlaſting; that 
which diſparageth earthly. Crowns is; they are. cor-- 
maptible,.Prov,'97. 24: Dath-the Crown endure to eve-- 
ry generation £ Ferreſtrial Crowns ſoon moulder into. 
the duſt,. but the Crawn of righteouſneſs is'a Crown 
42.» Of: Immortality, it neither ſpends nor fades *, 1 Pet. 
a0 oy © $:\4« 1e ſhall receive. a Crown of righteouſneſs. which 
gud Fe: fudeth not eway; Gorona wirens, non ( quales ille ex he- 
» Moochial dera © lauro) (marceſcens *. Eternity:is a Jewel of 

| the Saints Crown, oo BS 
- + «+, ueſt. What is the quiddity or matter. of which 
the Cceleſtial Crown is made ? 
"Anſw:' The Crown 1it (elf confifts4n the Beatificat 
* In viſont light and, frugion of the all-glorious God . What 
Dej ut prin GHE/1s ;the Angels: Crown. but: Ywerhie, the. bebolding 
Delt ſumns., Of Gods face,.; Mat.'18. 10. \Dews & Corengton,- 6 
boxi corfſtit Gorong* +, to bhaveintelleGual transforming: ſights of 
+ Aveuſt: Ggd; will' rayiſh;;the Ele& with infinite delight; 
EF Chryſoſiaw (ach, The ſouls:of the. bleficd ſhall. be bes 
| |, 23 Ang dnp apa orer with ſore of thoſe 
Uluſtripus'\beams of ,Gods glory-which thall be tran(? 
of} 6. | 


» Rev. 1. 6+ 
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parent through the bright mirrour of Chriſts Hu- 
mane nature. If there were ſuch gladneſs when Solo- 
»0n was Crowned, 1 King. 1. 40. They rejoiced with 
great joy, ſo that the earth rent with the ſound ; what 
mighty acclamations and triumphs will be on the 
Saints Coronation day 2 ſuch will be the extaſies and 


divine raptures of joy, as exceed. our very faith'*, Premium 
The delights of Heaven may be better felt than ex- -=_ fde won 
prefecd. hatever can be ſaid of the Ceeleſtial Crown aug 


1s but gutte de mari, as a drop to the Ocean, nay, 
ſcarce ſo much. | 

2xef#. When ſhall the Saints receive this Crown 
of rightcouſheſs ? 

Anſw. They ſhall receive it in part immediately 
after death, before their bodies are buried, their 
ſouls are crowned, 2 Cor. 5. 8. Abſent from the body, 
preſent with the Lord; if the Crown were not in- 
ſtantly beſtowed after death, it were better for be- 
lievers to ſtay here, for they are here daily cncpea- 
ſing their Grace 3 here they have. ſome bunzhes o 
Grapes by the way, ſweet foretaſts of Gods love, ſo 
that they had better.ſtay here, if they had not a ſpee- 
dy tranfition and paſſage to glory. - But this is the 
conſolation of believers, that they ſhall not ſtay long 
for their preferment 3 no ſooner did Lazarws die, 
but he had a convoy of Angels to carry him to Abra- 
hams boſom. Chriſtians you may be happy before 
you are aware, it is but winking and you ſhall ſee 
God. 

The full Coronation will be at the Reſurreftion 
when the bodies and ſouls of Believers ſhall be re- 
united ; their Bodies ſhal be Crowned with immenſe 


 felicity, and clarified like Chriſts glorious body. 
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The Crown of Righteouſneſs 
 £»eſt. But why is: the Crown at all deferred, why- 
& it not ſet on a Chriſtians head preſently 2 
Anſw. It is not yet the proper Jeaſon; - 
I. We are heirs under age 5 we receive but Pri. 
mitias ſpiritas, the firi#- fruits. of the ſpirit, Rom. B,23.. 
Grace 1s in its minority 5 now, though ſome Princes. 
vr ger oekeft ſor yr prof 
ll they are ure. Sinincorporates with 
race, _—_ we partake of glory while we partake 
n 
2. Our work is not yet done, we-have not friſbed' 


the faith; the labourer doth not receive his-pay till 


his work be done. ok kt was _ tif 
he had: perfetted his work,. Joh. 17. 4, 5. 1 have fi- 
wiſhed the work, which thou gaveſt me to do, and <t 


© O father gloriffe me. The Lord doth not think it 
meet that we ſhould have _— before hand ;. 


when we have arrived at the end of onr faith, then 
comes ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1.9. 

Br. 1. See then there is nothing loſt by folid pie-- 
2 3 after ing the good fight of feith, comes the 

row of rig ouſeefs When we hear of the ſevere 

part of Religion, fteeping our ſouls in the briniſh 
tears of repentance, mortifying our complexion-fin, 
we are ready to grumble and mutiny, but do we ſerve 
God for nought ? will he not compenſate our labours. 
with a Crown 2 yea, ſuch a Crown which as far ex- 
ceeds our thoughts as it doth our deſerts. No man can 
fay without wrong done to God that he is ax hard 
waſter, The Lord gives double pay, he gives great 


. wailes in his ſervice here, inward joy and peace, and 


afterwards he refreſheth us with the delights: of Pa- 
Tadife which are without intermiſhion and expirati- 


on ; 
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6n : O what a vaſt differences there between duty 
. exjoyned, and glory prepared 7 What is the ſhedding 
' of a tear to a Crown? 
2. Branch. See what contrary ways the godly and 
the wicked go at death; the godly are advanced to 
Crowns of Glory, the wicked are bound with charms 
of darkneſs, Jude 6. Bat what are theſe chains? Sure- 
ly ſuch as no aqua-fertis can cat a-ſunder. By thefe 
chains I underſtand God's Soveratgn Omnipotency, 
faſtening ſinners under wrath (as the chain doth the 
Priſoners }) that they cannot {tir : Sinners may break 
the chain of Gods Precepts, but they cannot break 
the chain of his Power - This is the unparallel'd mi- 
{ry of impenitent ſouls, they do not go to a Crown 
when they dye, but to a Priſon; O think what hor- 
ror and deſpair will poſleſs the wicked when they ſee 
themſelves hecdohed in tremendous flames, and their 
condition- hopeleſs, helple(s, endleſs *. A ſervant un- * #: ne qui: 
der the old Law, who had an hard maſters yet every ,,% qui 
ſeventh year being a year of Jxbifee, or releaſe he torque fatigs- 
might go free 3 but in Hell there is no year of re- **:Bern-Flor- 
leaſe when the damned ſhall go» free, Mark 9. 44. 
What is become of mens intelleftuals ?* Have they 
loſt their. reaſon as well as their conſcience 2 Why . 
do they not bethink themſelves in time-what fin will 
bring them-to, though now-it ſhows its colour in- 
rhe- glaſs, yet in the end it will bite as a: ſerpent, 
Prov. 23. 32. If a man had but a ſight of Hell (faith 
Bellarmine) it were enough to make him-ſober, yea 
turn Hermite and Azchorite, and live a- moſt mortifi- 
ed life. 
3. Branch. See the grand folly of ſuch as for vain 
pleaſures and profits will loſe this celeſtial Crown : It. 
may- 


'The Crown of Righteon ſneſs. 


may be ſaid of them, as Eccleſ. 9. 3. Madneſs is in 
their heart. Tiberias for a draught of water Joſt his 
Empire; men ſwallow temptations like piJls, which 
ripe their conſciences, and afterwards make them 
orfeit bleſſedneſs. This will accent and inhance a 
ſinners torment, and will cauſe graſhing of teeth, to 
think how {illily he loſt paradiſe;for a flaſh of impure 
Joy, he parted with the quinteſſence of happineſs. 
ould jt not vex one to think he ſhould be ſo invei- 
gled as to part with his land of Inheritance for a fit 
of-muſick 3 ſuch are they who let Heaven go for a 
ſong. If Satan could make good his brag, in g:2ing all 
the glory and kingdoms of the world, they could not 
countervail the loſs of Heavens Crown ; whenever a 
finner dyes, the Devil will beg him for a fool. 

4. Branch. If the Saints are inſtalled, and have 
the Crown-royal ſet upon them at death, then what 
little cauſe have we to mourn immoderately at the 
death of godly friends ? God allows us tears; Facob 
* Gen. 50, x, WEPE Over his dead Father *; tears give vent to 

grief—— ſtrangulat incluſus dolor—but there is no 
reaſon we ſhould: grieve exceſſively for our pious 
friends, they receive a Crown, and ſhall we mourn 
when they have preferment ? Suppoſe you had a 
dear relation beyond the Sea, and you ſhould hear 
he were Crowned King, would you grieve to hear 
of his advancement ? Thy friend who dies in the 
Lord, receives immediately a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and will you be caſt down with ſorrow 2 Why 
ſhould you ſhed tears immoderately-for them who 
have all tears wiped from their eyes ? Why ſhould 
you be ſwallowed up of grief for them who are 
{wallowed up of joy ? They are removed hence for 
their 
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their advantage, as if one ſhould be removed out 
of a ſmoky |, + hd to a Pallace? The Prophet 
Elijah was removed in a fiery chariot to Heaven ; Shall 
Eliſhah weep inordinately, becauſe he enjoys not the 
company of Elijah # Is it not b«tter to have fpark- 
ling Crowns and white Robes, than to ſojournin the 
tents of Kedar ? Is it not better to live among An- 
gel than fiery ſerpents 2 Is it not beſt to have Chrilſts 
anner of love difplaid over us? Are there any 
ſweeter ſmiles or ſofter embraces than his? Why. 
then (ſhould apy macerate, and even intomb them- 
ſelves in ſorrow for their relations ? Theocritxs faith, 
it was a cuſtom among the Ancients-to-have their 
wegdbabwrer, or funeral banquet, becaule of the felicity 
they ſuppoſed the parties deceaſed did enter-into 3 
O thou who hangeſt thy harp upon the willows, and 
with Rachel refuſeſt to be: comforted 3 remember 
there is no wiping away tears from the eye, but with 
the winding-ſheet ; thy friend could not be in the 
Region of the bleſſed, till he dyed; his dying-day 
was his aſcenſion-day: O then keep. thy tears for 
thy (ins, but do not torment thy (elf with grief for 
him, whoſe ſoul was holy as it would be, and as hap- 
y as it can be. 

Uſe 2. Tryal. Are we heirs to this glorious Crown? 
Such only as are righteows perſons (hall wear the Crown - 
of Righteonſneſs : The work of righteouſneſs goes be» 

e the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 32,17. Are we 
not only M-rally, but Theologically righteous? Have 
we a righteouſnelfs- of i-putation procured for us by 
Chriſts merit, and a righteouſneſs: of - j»eplantation 
produced 1n- us by-his Giri? Are we conſecrated 
with the. anointing Oyl of grace? God gilds me 
ele&. : 


The Crown of Righteonſneſs. - 
ele&t with the beams of his own Holineſs, and makes 
them ſhine like himfelf. Have we both circumciſion 
of heart, and circamſpettion of life ? If we are righ- 
teous perſons, we are ſure to wear the Crown of 
Righteouſneſs. 

Let not the profane preſume of happineſs; let 
not them think to go to Heaven per ſaltuxz, to lea 
out of Dehlah's lap into Abrahams boſom, 1 Cor. F1 
9. Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God 2 God: will not lay. a Viper in 
his boſom, or ſet a Crown upon the head of a ſwi- 
niſh ſinner. 

Uſe 3. Exhort. It hath a double afpe&t: 1. To all 
in General. plas þ 

x. Believe that. there is a Crown of Righteouſ: 
neſs laid up for all that fight the good fight. ' Some of 
the Rabbins fay, that the great difpute between 
Cain and Abel was about the world to come: Abel 
affirmed a Crown of recompence for the godly, Cain 
denyed it. This truth concerning the reat Elyzian 
delights in reverfion, ſhould be graven upon our 
hearts as with, the point of a diamond. Carnal per- 
ſons look upon the felicities of the other world, but 
as a Platonical ides, or fancy; they do not ſee the 
Crown with bodily eyes, therefore they queftion it: 
The vetity of the ſoul\ may as welt be queſtioned; 
becaufe being a ſpirit it cannot be feen:. Dowbting 
of Principles, is the next' way to denying them. Let 
us ſet our feal to this, there 1s a Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs laid ap. Where ſhould our Faith reſt but 
upon a Divine Teftimony ? The whole earth hangs 
upon the word of Gods Power , and ſhall not our 
Faith bang upon the word of his pronnfe? T3e.' 1. 2. 
Fa 
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ma Oil FR Mobi fues! 
In hope of - etermdl life , which who ' cannot -lye 


hath promiſed. The Saints Cte s* ptirchaſed w 
Chrifts 'blo0d, ' Ephiſ. 1. 14. a Chritt will not Io 


his parchaſe. What was the end of” Chriſts aſcen- | 


fion ? He went np to Heaven,Anot only to invelt 
himſelf, but all believers with Glory ; as an Hus- 
band takes'np Land in another Country in the be- 
half 'of 'his Wife,” What*did' Chriſt [pray for, but 
that all the Saints might be With Him ? John 17:2 
And what Chriſt prayed. for as he was man, he hat 
power to give as he 1s on Beſides, the Lord hath 
Sven; us the »#ioz of his ſpirit to prepare us, Ms 
che 'carntſt of his" pirit "to affurt us'of hap —_ 
#Cvor./r; 21. and he wilt 'not to his earrieft5 por 
the Crown of | Righteouſnefs ſhaft indubirably. be be- 
ſtowed. To queſtion this, woo deftroy the rfain'Ar- 
ricle'of* our d reed, life everlaſf NR hinge 
jadg-the eternal ene 


fear againſt ritth, that" they Fe pars re fe Wi | Heb. 3. 18. 
": 2: Branch! Strive for this Crown'*. Thave r bead * Yea. Have: 
of 'thoſe who travet in Jong: _ ges ob &.the holy pur. Nos eff 
Laid, they have hard" lodg and 16 throu gh a ad aſira molis 


mimber 6 dabyetss; es 4 pk their 36 Ki: ? 2 teri wi 
pay'a large tribate at th Bis Caſtle td t he'T, 4 


ng when they come thither; they ſee only % bake 
pulchre] whereit is ſuppoſed their Saviour lay. Did 


they take ſuch pains to gratifie their fagerſjitious de» 
votion'?' What i rernh labour Pe Gin 
fn 


{tian undertake'1 1m, his journy to th 

miſe, whereby he ſhall (ok £ ſee and 1jo 10ur, 
Mid not enter into his Sy but 7 fb be 
eternally crowned with the lights of 
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others.do far the world, undoubtedly. we might vbz 
rain it, Phy. 3, 3 5+, Reaphing- forthrunto thaje things 
which. gre beforg.*, - A.metaphor takan from Racers, 
that reach ;their. necks forward, -and ſtrata ever 

limb to lay hold upon the prize; let us —_Y 
tanquam pro aris &- focis. There are two things re- 
quilite, for a Chriſtian, .a watchful eye, and a work- 
ing hand 3. to purpoſe, let, us add. purſaje.. What fuf- 
fling is there for outward honours? Men will wade 
through blood to a Crown. Was there ſuch ſtrife 
for a corruptible Crown in the Olympian and Ithmean 
races ? Sometimes the. Crown, beſtowed upon the 
Vidor, was made of Olive, ſometimes, of M:rtle, fome- 
times-of Cyramor enclosd.in-Gold 3 but (till,it was 
carruptible : O then how ſtrenuouſly ſhould we la- 
bour for the Garland made of the flowers of Para» 


axd-prajers mght and day, Luk. 2. 37., The learned 
Calvin, Jewell, Perkins were. indefatigable in. their 
purluit after Glory,.. _ | Ts 

* Let look to' this, Cloud of Witneſſes, and beſtir 
our{clyes; ply, our Oar,. double onr Files z.. Who. 
would fot toyl all-day, {96aich ſalvation at night2 
when t <fleſb crys out; What a weqrineſs,is it 2. Who. 
Gan Fndaire allthis. Jahour ? ſay, it is worle enduring, 
Nets T 4ibour for Heaven, though it ſeem pungent, 
it is 


It is tranſient; As fight. is. quickly over, and. then 
cn WE a GE Gromm 2. It 


The\Prown'of Righteouſneſs. 
-2..:1r; hath x particular aſpeCt to believers. - 
- "1. 7Be faofchndelyrion! and longings for this 
| Crown of Righteouſneſs. Doth not the baniſhed 
| Prince defire his native Countrey ? The unwilling- 
meſs of - Chriſtians to go hence ſhows, 
' '1, The weakneſs of their Faith They queſtion 
their itereſtin this. excellext glory; were their title 
to Heaven more cleared, they would need patience 
to-be-cont<nt to{tay here any longer. | 
. 2. iThe weakneſs of their love. Love (as Ariſtotle 

faith) defires Union! Did men love! Chriſt as they 
ſhould, they would defire to be united 'to him in 
glory: St. Paul deſired to be diſſolved and be with 

-briſt, Phil. 1.23. It was the ſpeech of an holy man 
on his death-bed,, My heart is in heaven, Lord lead 
ave to that glory which\ 1 have ſeen already as throngh 
4 glaſi *:*. We are pry with a body of fin 3 * Mr: Xgfock, 
ſhould not. we long: to ſhake off this viper? We 
are'combating with Satan z ſhould not we be willing ®% 
to be called out of the bloody field, where the bul- 
lets of temptation fly ſo: faſt} that we may receive a 
victorious Garland 2 We now live far from Court, 
we do rather defire God than enjoy him; ſhould not 
we long to becrowned with the bliſsful fight of Gods 
face? Though we ſhould be content to ſtay here to 
do'God ſervice, yet we; ſhould ambitiouſly defire to 
be always ſunning our ſelves inthe light ofGods coun- 
tenance ; think what itwill be to be led into Chriſts 
wire-celler, to have the kiſſes of his mouth, to ſmell 
the Savour of his oyntments, .to lye in his boſom, that 
bed of love z think what it will be to have unſtained: 
honour, unparallel'd beauty; unmixed joys what-it 
will be to tread upon-ftars, tadwell among Chernbims, 
and to feaſt on thoſe —— heavenly Rm” 

2 —an 
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The Crows, of Righteanſueſt, — 
and rarities wherewithBod-hinifelf xnlehghtefd. Me- 
thinks oux ſouls ſhoald be:big- «hb longing for theſe 
things, and we ſhould be put into ſuch a blefled Pa- 
thos of deſire, as Monica, who hearing of the joys of 
Heaven, cryed out, @rid hicfacio? What fhould Ido 
bere>why 1s by ſoul held any longer with thisearthen 
fetteriof the fleſh? would but God give usſome [dza, 
or imperfett glimps of Heavens Glory 3 how ſhould 
we be ready to fall into a Trance with Peter And 
being a little gecovered out of .:1t,what earneſt ſutters 
, we:be tobe caught up for:ever mto the Hea- 

venly Paradiſe.: 3 oft al 5 1 ety! r2catht 
2. You'who are the heirs of Glory, beexhorted 

to work with all your might for God : Loveand ſerve 
God'mote mtenſly than others; who hath laid upſuch 
things for you, us eye hath nok ſcere, nor-can it enter in» 


- to manshbart toconceivey2:Cor.1 5.58. Always abiwind- 


ing inthe work of the Lord, knowing your labour 3s not 
in vain i the Lord-—inimenſum gloria calcar habet — 
St, Paul had a ſpirit of aftivity for God; 1 Cor. 15; 10. 
{ labowred mugasthye more abundantly than they atk, St. 
Penls dhcdience did not: move {lowly,asthe'Sonoapon 
the dia), but ſwiftly-as: the Sun in the farmament 3 
whence was this, his eye'was upon theCrown, Herce- 
forth is laid up for me a Crown of Rightepufneſs : The 
recompenee of reward-may'add wmgs to duty, and 
oyl co the'flameipf zeal. What arewethat God fhbuld 
mowtle as with happineſs, and not -athers? ' that he 
ſhould (as Facob)croſs his hands, lay his right hand up- 
on us, andhis left hand upon others; O diſcrimina- 
ting grace for ever to be'adored,, how can-we ferve 
God enough ? If there conld/be tears/fhed in Heaven, 
it weuldiBe forthis.that we: have been fo lamein bur 
duty, and' have-brought no-more revenues into the 
Heavenly Exchequer. © + 3. Let. 


The: Cromw of, Righteeonſaeſs. 
-c:; (Et this be as Rezoar-ſtoxe to reviveand bear up 
your hearts under all your preſent ſufferings, AT. 20. 
23. Bonds and afflidions abide nie. Aﬀiiction is the 
Saints'diet-drink ; inſtead of Roſes they are crowned 
.with thorns, You may aſwell ſeparate weight from 
lead,as ſufferings from a Saints life, 2 Cor. 9.8, We are 
troubled on every ſide. Believers are as a ſhip that hath 
the waves beating on both ſides, but this Text may 
buoy them up from (inking,there is glory which doth 
ſucced and exceed all their ſufferings. The Saintsnow 
drink ina wormwood-cup,but ſhortly they (balldrink 
in a ſpiced cap,and taſt the ſame heavenly Ne&ax as the 
Angels. One days wearing the Cotleſtial Crown, will a- 
bundantly pay for all their ſufferings, Rom.8.18. I rec- 
kyw! that the ſufferings of this preſent time, are not worthy 
#9-be conipared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
*.: The weight of glory makes affliction light. O ye 
Saints whoarethe true birds of paradiſe (ing in winter, 
there is glory behind,andevery ſuffering will be like a 
grain put 1n the ſcale to make your glory weigh hea- 
vier. Suffering Saints (ball have more Jewels hung 
upon therr Crown. | 

-4- Let this be an antidote againſt the fear of death. 
The day. of death is (as Semeca calls it) eterni nataljs, , 
the hirth-day of eternity ; believers are not- fully hap- Bo cn 
py till death *. Death therefore .is made a part of v# pulchre for- 
the inventory, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Death i yours. When in: © "OE 
the: mantle of the fleſh drops off, the foul aſcends in frangi ut inde 
a triumphant chariot z God hath promiſed his people r_—_— 
a portion, but it is not paid them till the day of poris neceſſe oft © 
death. *Tis their fathers cood pleaſure to give them a _ - uy 
Kingdom, Lak. 12.32. but they cannot ſee it till ras _— 
death hath cloſed their eyes. Why then ſhould the -elefix f»l- 
Saints be troubled at death ? indeed I wonder not ©*<<n= 4% 
that.. 


F. Pet. 5. 5+ 


that the wicked are appal'd, and ſcared at "thEap- 
proach of the King of terror ;- they are'in debt"to 
Gods juſtice,and death'as Gods Serjeant arreſts them, 
and drags them before the Divine Tribunal. - But 
why ſhould any of Gods children be under ſuch cor- 
ſternation, and have the trembling at the heart © What 


. hurt doth death do to them? it pulls off their fet- 


ters and puts jewels upon them; it leads them” to 
gates of Pearl, rivers of pleaſures. Faith gives a title 
to Heaven, death a poſſeſſion. 

Go forth my ſoul, ſaid Hilarion on his death-bed, 
what feareſt thou? why ſhould the godly dread 
their priviledg ? is a Prince afraid to croſs the nar- 
row Seas who is ſure to be Crowned aſloon as he 
comes at ſhore ? This puts Roſes into the pale face 
of death, and makes it look more ruddy and amiable; 
It is adit#s ad gloriam, it crowns the Saints with all 
the delights of the Empyrzan Heaven. | 


Have done with the Text, it remains - that 'I 
ſhould ſpeak ſomething to the occaſion. 

It hath pleaſed the all-wiſe God to take to himſelf 
lately, that reverend and faithful Miniſter Mr. Herry 
Stubs, whoſe death we now commemorate. T he me- 
mory of the juſt is bleſſed. Fulgentius calls a good 
name the godly mans heir, it lives when he is dead. 
This #2an of God hath left a ſweet "favour and per- 
fume behind in Gods Church, beſides his atchieve- 
ment of humane learning, he was enriched with the 


knowledg of Chriſt cracified. The Graces excell the 


'Muſes. 


He was very humble; humility is the beſt garment 
a Miniſter can preach in'*, He was oze of a thouſand 
for integrity. The plainer the Diamond is, the 
richer. He 


The Crownof Righteonſneſs. © - 
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The Crawn, of, Righteouſweſe 

e was 4 grave-Preacher, and did chuſe rither to 
ak ſaidethan flyil He ſpake as becdme' the” Ora- 
cles of God. Levity is blow the-majeſty of Preach- 
in | if 
| Fr. was a/painful labourer in Gods Vineyard ; he 


preached, 71 ſeaſon and- out of ſeaſon. The ſouls of 
pzople;were dearer to him than his-life *) Praying * Nec propttr- 


He 


| : ach itam vivends 
and Preaching, was rather his delight than ta5k, He was Sarde carſam, 


aBurning lamp conluming himſelf to give light to Þ, reyn. 


Others. 


He preached feelingly 5 he felt thoſe truths in his 
own ſoul which he recommended to his Auditors ; 


- an unconverted Miniſter is like a Lute;: making ſweet 


Muſick to others, -but; it RIF-is' not fenfible ; this 
eleF veſſel retained a- ſcent and relliſh of thofe ſacred 
Traths which he poured. out to others. - 

He lived much by faith, and had. ſweet converſe 


- with Godziall thg Saints have Gods heart, but ſome 


have more of his company. | 

He was Exemplary in: his deportment 3 he did 
3;Sewredviy 7dr lov: Miniſters by vertue of their calling, 
approach nearer to-God; Exod. 19.22. The Elements 
he higher they are, the purer ; the fire is purer than 
the Air.,;; The. higher we ate by: office; the hoher we 
ſhonld be. uo ſublimriores, eo ſauiores, This ble(- 
ſed-perlon deceaſed, did live as an incarnate Angel: 
[ may | of him as Baſh, of: Gregory Nazianzen, he 
thundred in bis Doftrine, and lightned- in his Cont- 
ver COB... :1.; 341 1: Dc hF.4.4:4 va 

He was charitable-minded. I. have been credibly 
informed, that our of that little he had gathered to- ' 
gether while he was 1 his Living, ke appointed two 
hundred pounds (which: He'jntrulted in the hands of 
Feoffees) to be improved. atinually for the ggod- of - 
the poor to buy them Bibles, © He 
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1 The. 2. T9, 


neLord honoured his Mimiſftry very 
2 double. Crown 5 the iro convertgd *#/ ere his - 
Crown, of rejoicing * \ ahd now he wears. a" Crown f 
KR: lob. | th'Glote erſhir+ pe 
is $ homer! Tt "been tot 
Goo rbs ay when on IE overy day to priy Br 
the Church of God; - he (like Me) lay in the 
I; e. to, turn. awa -wrath'; we ſhall foon' grow 
8: Ir fc lok Gadk:; debruying friends. th Diil A IS 
;mans ſicknels, he-wis afthin: 
wuch for breath, 'fo/thar: Hee? 
' ter Ns >. freely, bur what was heard, & Hi 
S him was very Gowyey oe, fad "had £ ' I 
the-c7ty of refuge, and' recited! that Serypt p. 
I.12, jy hrs omen hab bifreven,?, AY pert 
ſwaded he is able to keep that 'imbiebÞ Pages combo # 
to: him againſt that day. 1 pray God give-all- whe yl | 
' concerned int this lods, wild mito mo prank 1cf 
ſtroke,and makea living Sermon 
oy Cohen ena me. 
'vw T0nge 
his death-bed; He is ons the nupperieg 
all ſtorms. His body is:returried to daft” and Mlb 
totrelt,. He js.encloſed in'happinch, alfthe'y 
| X his Crowh! 
161%1 "8170 
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